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MAKING EVERY DROP COUNT
How Water is Reused on NY Dairy Farms

Milk leaves a cow's body
at 101 degrees. 

In the farm milking
parlor, water-cooled

chillers absorb heat from
the milk and equipment,
quickly chilling the milk
to about 38 degrees to
ensure freshness from
the farm to the fridge.

The water can then be
recaptured through cow
excretions as a natural,
nutrient-rich resource
(manure) to irrigate

crops, often those grown
for cow feed.
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The leftover water that
was used to cool milk
can be used to clean

parlor equipment, like
milking machines, the
parlor floor or to flush

out dairy barns.
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Fresh, clean water is also
used as drinking water for

the cows.

One gallon of
water can be
reused up to
FOUR times
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CLEAR Center. Reduced, Reused, Recycled—How Water
is Managed on Western U.S. Dairies

Undeniably Dairy. Ask A Dairy Farmer: How Do
Dairy Farms Reuse Water?

American Dairy Association Northeast. Dairy Temperature Chart
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https://clear.ucdavis.edu/explainers/reduced-reused-recycled-how-water-managed-western-us-dairies
https://clear.ucdavis.edu/explainers/reduced-reused-recycled-how-water-managed-western-us-dairies
https://www.usdairy.com/news-articles/ask-a-dairy-farmer-how-do-farmers-reuse-water
https://www.usdairy.com/news-articles/ask-a-dairy-farmer-how-do-farmers-reuse-water
https://americandairy.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Dairy-Temperature-Chart.pdf

