
THE BIOGENIC CYCLE

The biogenic cycle begins with farmers 
growing cover crops and other 

harvested plants in the fields to feed 
the cows. These crops not only feed the 
animals, they prevent runoff, erosion, 

and protect soil health.

Cover Crops

Dairy cows are 
part of an efficient 
nutrient cycle

Cows produce milk for nutritious dairy 
products and they also generate 

manure, which is put to good use. The 
manure is processed by separating it 
into solids and liquids. The solids can 

be dried and used as soft bedding, 
while the liquid is stored and later 

applied to fields as a natural fertilizer.

Manure Recycling

The nutrient-filled soil then grows the 
cover crops, which engage in the 

process of photosynthesis to absorb the 
CO2 from our atmosphere. These crops 

are then harvested for feed for the 
cows, and the cycle continues.

Natural Fertilizer

Cows eat byproducts that humans 
cannot eat. Waste that would 

otherwise end up in a landfill such as 
almond hulls, cotton seeds, citrus pulp 

or peel, and brewer grains.

Ultimate Recyclers

Plants & Animals

Cows are part of the biogenic carbon 
cycle. They consume cellulose from 

plants, digest and use that carbon for 
growth and milk production, then 

release methane back into the 
atmosphere which is converted back to 

CO2 for plants to capture for the 
process of photosynthesis once again.

Did you know?
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